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Tetanus Antitoxin 

as a prophylactic for Fourth of July 
injuries and contaminated wounds 

In A A " Every annual compilation that we make of this aubiect adds to the now 
U II II conclusive evidence tliat Tetanus Antitoxin ia an almost infallible pro- 
W U U phylactic, and that it should be used at the earh est possible moment for 
every case of penetrating wound caused by Fourth of July injuries." — Ed., Journal 
A. M, A., 1908, Vol. 11, page 42, 

"The tetanus mortality has dropped in six years from 406 to 55. We have made 
extensive inquiries into the treatment received by those injured in Fourth of July acci- 
dents, and have yet to learn of a single case in which tetanus developed in a person who 
had early received a prophylactic dose of antitoxin." — Ed., J. A. M. A., 1908, Vol.11, 
page 848. 

In n n "The foUowinf^ simple rules for the prevention of tetanus are given: 
II II II "1. Freely incise every wound. 
V II V "2. Carefully and thoroughly remove from the wound every particle 
of foreign mattter. 

"3. Cauterize the wound thoroughly with a 25 per cent solution of phenol (carbolic 
acid). 

"4. Apply a lose wet boric acid pack. 
"5. Inject subcutaneously 1500 units of antitetanic serum. 

"6. In no case should the wound be closed; it should be allowed to heal by granula- 
tion. The dressing and packing should be removed every day."— Ed., J. A. M. A., 1909, 
Vol. ri, page 954. 

"To put the matter in a nutshell, it may be stated dogmatically that the value of 
Tetanus Antitoxin as a prophylactic agent ia very great, and its efficiency nearly abso- 
lute. To neglect to use antitoxin as a curative agent is also unwarranted in the light of 
our present knowledge."— Ed., J. A. M. A., 1909, Vol. II, page 95S. 

In I n "The use of prophylactic injections of Tetanus Antitoxin in cases of large 
II I II and contused wounds contaminated with earth or street dirt, ia gener- 
U I If ally recommended as good routine practice." — Busch, in AreAiii./iir klini- 
ache CkiruTgie, Band Ixxxii, Heft 1. 

"Tetanus Antitoxin is effective, and will, in most cases, foreatall a fatal issue if 
injected immediately or very soon after the wound has been incurred. This agency is 
no longer 'of doubtful value' or 'in the experimental stage'; indeed, in our belief, this 
has now been so well demonstrated that the physician neglecting its use would be held 
legally negligent in the event of any suit. 

"Prophylactic doses of Tetanus Antitoxin (1500 units) given immediately upon the 
injury are almost absolutely effective. Nevertheless, they should he given at any time 
up to the appearance of the symptoms." — Ed., Jiostun Med. and Surg. Jour,, 1910, Vol. 
I, page 684. 

Mulford's Tetanus Antitoxin, tested according to the standard adopted 

by the U. S. Pub. Health and Mar. Hos. Serv., is Furnished in impix>ved 

glass syringes by the prominent pharmacists throughout the States. 

1500 units (immunizing dose) . . . $2.50 

3000 units (therapeutic dose) . . . 4.25 

5000 units " " ... 6.50 

H. K. MULFORD COMPANY, Philadelphia 

New York Chicago St. Louis Atlanta Kansas City Minneapolis San Francisco 
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ALL ABOARD FOR THE SEMI-ANNUAL MEETING! 

On another page is published the programme of the semi-annual meetinfi; 
of the Faculty, which will be held at Annapolis on September 12, 13 and 
14. A glance at this will convince anyone that the meeting should be full 
of interest and enjoyment. While the annual meetings of the Faculty are 
perhaps the most important from a business and scientific standpoint, the 
semi-annual gatherings are undoubtedly the most important socially. 

It would have been difficult to select a place offering better facilities 
for enjoyment than Annapolis. The local committee from the Anne 
Arundel County Medical Society, together with the Faculty's Committee 
on Scientific Programme and Arrangements, have labored hard to prepare 
an inviting programme — and they have succeeded. 

There are few physicians who can not get away from their work for a 
few days if they really make an honest effort to do so, and in this case the 
effort is sure to be well repaid. The last meeting held at Annapolis was a 
most successful one, and there is no reason why the coming gathering should 
not prove to be a record-breaker. All aboard for the Semi-Annual! 

CLOSE THE BACK DOOR TO THE PRACTICE OF MEDICINE 
IX MARYLAND! 

In an editorial in the last issue of the Bulletin, dealing with the much- 
discussed Carnegie Report on Medical Education, we expressed the 
opinion that the present unsatisfactory conditions existing in medical 
education in this country are in very large measure due to the lamentable 
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30 THE BULLETIS 

It must not be supposed, from what has been said, that we are pesBi- 
mistic regarding present conditions in Maryland. We are not of the 
pessimistic kind, nor would there be any justification for pessimism. 
The Faculty's Board of Medical Examiners has made full use of all the 
opportunities given it by the present law, and it is doing a most excellent 
work. While conditions in Maryland are not as bad as in a number of 
other States, however, there is still much room and much need for improve- 
ment, especially along the lines already indicated. After the brilliant 
series of successes achieved by the Faculty during the last session of the 
Legislature, there can be little doubt that the law-makers who will assem- 
ble at Annapolis in 1912 will enact into law any essentially good medical 
practice act which has the support of a united profession. Is it too early 
to agitate this important matter now? We believe not, and we shall 
have more to say thereupon in succeeding issues of the Bulletin. 

AN ENCOURAGING SIGN OF THE TIMES. 

.Although it is the latest entrant into the field of joumalism in Baltimore, 
the Evening Sun has already evinced a determination to assume an honest 
and intelligent stand for the best interests of the community. Especially 
gratifying is its attitude upon certain matters of recent interest to the med- 
ical profession. It is not always easy for a newspaper editor, even when 
actuated by the very best of niotives, to get at the truth concerning medi- 
cal matters, largely on account of the rather stringent rules of professional 
ethics which inhibit the lingual activities of mc st reputable medical men. 
This condition of affairs is in many ways unfortunate, and is lai^ely to 
blame for the present-day vogue cf so many absurd cults and pseudo- 
medical sects, none cf which, of course, is troubled with any such conscien- 
tious scruples. 

■ In the July Bulletin we suggested a plan whereby a ne*-spaper's medi- 
cal and health news might be made much more valuable tc its readers than 
at present, when it is sc frequently presented in inaccurate and perhaps 
harmful form. Our idea, it may be remembered, wasthatthis object could 
be brought about by including on the newspaper staff a medical editor who 
would supervise the medical and health news, much as the sporting editor 
is respcnsible for the sporting news or the dramatic editor for the dramatic 
news. 

It must be confessed, however, that recourse to such a plan would scarcely 
be necessary if every newspaper man were possessed of such an intelligent 
grasp of medical problems as characterizes several recent editorials appear- 
ing in the Evening Sun. On July 27 there appeared a strong argument 
for the establishment of a national Department of Public Healtli. The 
following extract will show its tenor: 
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Two objections to the proposed Department of Public Health have been raised. 
The first comes from the more fanatical adherents of the so-called metaphysical heal- 
ing arts. These persons hold that the art of medicine, as it is practiced, say, at the 
Johns Hopkins University, is a snare and a delusion. They object to being vaccin- 
ated, they deny that typhoid is infeetious, they maintain that Dr. Welch is an igno- 
ramus, they believe that magic words are more efficacious against hydrophobia than 
Pasteur's vaccine. Finally, they fear that, if a national Health Department is estab- 
lished, its head will induce Congress to pass laws against them. A mere statement of 
the argument of those folk is all the answer it needs. They have a right to their be- 
liefs, however ridiculous, but they have no right to put the rest of us in peril. 

The other objection to the proposed department is voiced by those who fear that 
it will be controlled by the American Medical Association, an organization of allo- 
pathic physicians. The grounds of this fear are not quite apparent, but, assuminc 
it to be will grounded, what of it? The foremost physicians and surgeons of America 
belong to the association; it is in the forefront of the battle against disease; its ob- 
jects are precisely those of the department under consideration. A nation with such 
men guarding its health would be a nation to be envied. They are by no means per- 
fect as men. for human perfection is very rare In the world, but as physicians they 
belong to the most scientific, progressive and competent of all schools. 

These are the only objections we have ever heard to a national Department of Pub- 
lic Health. We believe that both of them are unutterably silly. 

All e(|ually good article along the same line» appeared on August lOth, 
while on August 1st there was an excellent editorial dealing with the gen- 
eral subject of quacks. All of these articles exhibit a comprehensive grasp 
of these subjects which is quite rare in the layman. It is only fair to say 
that practically all the nevvspapers of Baltimore have given many evi- 
dences of a willingness to cooperate with the medical profession in its con- 
tinued endeavors tc promote the physical welfare of the community, and 
it is only because of the clear-cut and unusually intelligent character of 
the utterances of the Evening Sun that we have singled it out for especial 
mention. The modern newspaper is without doubt the most important 
factor in the increasingly important field of preventive medicine, for suc- 
cess in the latter presupposes the cooperation of an intelligent and instructed 
public, and what better medium is there for the dissemination of such sav- 
ing knowledge than the daily newspaper? The fact that a larger and larger 
numl>er of newspapers arc awakening to their responsibilities in this respect 
maj' be looked upon as a most encouraging indication of future success in 
the fight against the many diseases which are dependent for their exist- 
ence upon the ignorance and carelessness of the human race. 

ANNOUNCEMENT. 

Unavoidable circumstances have delayed tlie appearance of this issue 
of the Bulletin. The next numl)er will contain full details of the semi- 
annual meeting and the revised official report of the State Board of 
Medical Examiners. 
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AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR STUDY AND PREVENTION 
OF INFANT MORTALITY TO MEET IN BALTIMORE IN 
NOVEMBER. 

The first annual meeting of the Amerii:aD Aesociation for the Study and Preven- 
tion of Infant Mortality will be held in Baltimore November 9 to 11. This associa- 
tion, it will be remembered, ia the outgrowth of the Conference on Preveotion of 
Infant Mortality held by the American Academy of Medicine in New Haven last 
November. Its stated objects aie: (1) The study of infant mortality in all its 
relations; (2) the dissemination of knowledge concerning the causes and prevention 
of infant mortality; (3) the encouragement of methods for the prevention of infant 
mortality. 

According to the provisional programme which has been issued, the coming meet- 
ing will be divided into four sections. That dealing with Municipal, State, and 
Federal Preventibn will be presided over by Dr. William H. Welch, a feature of the 
meetings of this section being a special report on birth registration by Dr. Cressy 
Wilbur. 

The section on Medical Prevention will be presided over by Dr. L. Emmett Holt, 
of New York, that on Educational Prevention by Dr. Helen C. Putnam, of Provi- 
dence, and that on Philanthropic Prevention by Dr. Hastings H. Hart, of New 
York. An exhibiton will be held in connection with the meeting. Further details 
will be published on the completion of the programme. 



WHAT YOUR RED CROSS AUTOMOBILE TAG ENTITLES 
YOU TO 

Not long ago a member of the Faculty who resides in Baltimore was arrested and 
fined for violating the speed laws of the city with his automobile. At the time he 
protested to the magistrate that he was responding to an urgent professional call, 
and that he was under theimpression that his physician's red cross automobile license 
entitled him to exceed the usual speed limits. It will be of interest to the many mem- 
bers of the Faculty who use automobiles to know the exact status of the law on this 
question. This was ascertained by a letter to the Board of Police Commissioners 
from the legal advisor of the Faculty, to whom the matter was referred for an opinion. 
The letter, which is self-explanatory, is appended : 

Jahkb U. Dennis, Esq., Baltimore, Md. 

Deab Sir: Answering your inquiry of the 2Tth inst the Board would say that the 
Physician's Right of Way Permit, provided for in Section 15, Article 1, Ordinance 139, 
to which you refer, simply gives the holder thereol right of way over certain other 
vehicles in the streets of the city and through any procession. If n physician holding 
such right of way permit finds his prepress obstructed by other vehicular traffic in 
the streets of the city, the police will assist him in his right toget clear of the obstruc- 
tion and go on his way; or if the holder of such permit is delayed by a parade or pro- 
cession, which ordinary vehicles may not interrupt, he may pass through it. 

This Ordinance 13S does not attempt to fix any speed regulations and the possessor 
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of a physician's right of way permit, iesued under its provisions, is not given any 
right or privilege to disregard, under any circumstances, any speed regulation estab- 
lished bythe State Automobile law or any other law or Ordinance on the subject. 
I >iin, 

Very respectfully yours, 

John B. A. Whbltle, 
President Board of Police Coinmiafioners. 



SOCIETY REPORTS. 

QUEEfJ ANNE COUNTY 

The Queen Anne County Medical Society gave a banquet at Centreville on July 
20, to encoutage medical enthusiasm in the coimty. The greater number of the 
physicians of the county attend every meeting and strive to be as up-to-date as the 
city fraternity, while others pay their dues, but will not attend meetings. At the 
May meeting it was decided to give a banquet and make it attractive enough to 
interest the delinquents. Our tri-county members were also invited. The business 
meeting was called to order at 8 p.m. by the president, Dr. Ernest F. Smith. Dr. J. 
Raymond DownsofCarolinecounty gave his experience in "The Treatment of Sinuses 
without the Knife;" Dr. Chas. F. Davidson, of Talbot County, gave a paper on 
"Early Diagnosis and Treatment of .Abdominal Obstructions." He also exhibited 
several specimens. Dr. James A. Stevens, of the State Board of Examiners, and once 
a practitioner in the "land of flowers," was also with us, Di. A. D. McConachie, 
thespeakerof the evening, gave a most instiuctive talk, which was thoroughly appie- 
ciated by all. Dr. Mary Cook Willis, the first woman physician to come as a visitoi 
to the Queen Anne Society, mode a very pleasing impression. The occasion was 
pronounced a success by all who attended. 

Laitra Ewing Rbadi.nc, M.D. 

Secrelari/. 

PROGRAMME OF ONE HUNDRED AND TWELFTH SEMI- 
ANNUAL MEETING. ANNAPOLIS, SEPTEMBER 
12, 13, AND 14. 1910. 

Monday, t.SO PM. 

Address of Welcome ,.,., Honorable Austin Crothets, Governor of Maryland. 

Address Honorable James F, Strange, Mayor of Annapolis, 

Address Dr. Thomas H. Brayshaw, Pres. Anne Arundel, Med. So. 

Response Dr. Franklin B. Smith, Pre*. ,W|(i. ifc Chi. Fncally. 

S P.M. 
Reception by the Governor in the Executive Mansion. 

7 P.M. 
Dinner, Carvel Hall. 

8.30 P.M. 
Reception by the Chamber of Commerce of Annapolis at Boucher's on the ^!pa. 
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